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Old is the man that 
dares 1419408 


For Prety in ſuch an 
Age. | 


Who can preſume to find 
a Guard 


From Scorn.when Hea- 


ven s ſo little ſpar d £ 


Divines are pardon d, 


they defend 


Altars., on which their 
Lives depend - 


Þut 


But the Prophane 71þa- 
tient are 


When Nobler Pens make 


tbzs their care. 


: For why ſhould theſe let 


14 a Beant 


Of Divine Light to 


trouble them 5 


And call in doubt their 
pleaſine Thought, 


That none believes what 
we are taught © 


High Birth and Fortune 
warrant give, 


That 


dt 2 CNT, 
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That ſuch men write 
what they believe - 


And feelins firſt what 
they indite, 


New credit give to An- 
crent Lioht. 


Amoneſt theſe few, our 
Authour brings 


His well-known pede- 
erce from Kings. 


This Book , the mace of 
bis Mind, 


IVill 2ake his Name not 


hard to find, 


4 wiſh the Thy ong of 
Great and Got 


Alade it le 


derſtood, a 9 i 
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To the 
Lady HaRMONIA. 


SE Our Ladyſhip 
2 was pleaſed 10 
ErRcg ourage me 
to write Religious 
Meditatiqns,es there- 
fore to you T dedicate the 
Eirſt-fruits of my obe- 
atence to your Commands 
im this particular. lour 
Ladyſhipcan experimen- 
3 tal 


The Dedication, 
tally ſay What high ad- 
vantages pious Contem- 
plations afford * Yome 
of which are a juſt Di- 
vertiſement from both 
worldly and ſaful Im- 
ployments, a great Com- 
| placency and Delight 11 
| the preſent Compoſure, 
beſides the fatwsfattion 
to our Conſfciences, the 
Improvement of the Di- 
vine Graces in 5, and 
a rendrins our Souls al- 
wares in an Harmonionus 


rene 
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The Dedication, 


ſweet temper, (in which 
your LadyſÞip does ſo e- 
minently excell) being 
alwates in a praying Ca- 
pacity, having a willing - 
neſs to reſign our Wills 
to Gods im all things, 
whether in Life or 
Death. If this way of 
applying all our Diſcour- 


ſes and Conceptions to 4 


Religious ſenſe were 
made more generally pra- 
&ical, the Power of God- 
lineſs, as Well as the 

A 4 Form, 


j The Dedication, 
| Form, Would ſo govern 
45 in all our attons that 
| mthis preſent Age net- 
| ther the Speculative nor | 

h the Praflicall Atheiſts 
would dare with ſo much | 
 mmpudence to (Dew their | 

faces, nor maintain their 

aeteſtable Principles ſo 
horridly and dif-ingenu- | 
ouſly as now they do, | 
the Age would then be 
reformed, and we ſhould 
be good Company to our | 
ſelves, for when we con- | 
perſe | 
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The Dedication, 

verſe with God, we are 
never leſs alone then 
when alone. Next to pl- 
ous Meditations, Godly 
Friends are to be made 
choice of for our Con- 
verfation, ſuch as ts your 
Ladyſ{hip, who (without 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
Flattery, 1 dare affirm 
it ) may rwſtly be ſtyled 
the a of Soct- 
ety, and Harmony of 
Friendſhip; your Ct- 
vility bemg fo. great, 

A 5 and 


The Dedication, 
and Carriage /o gammg, 
that you are able to con- 
vert 4 Barbarian mto | 
good manners, and make 

a man of a reprobate 

nature become a g00d 

Chriſtian. Jour Example * 
I confeſs is eaſter to be 

admired then imitated ; 
Your Precepts adequate | 
and proportionable to ſa 
great a Pattern , and 
thoſe delivered to your 
Friends and Servants 
with ſuch winning mild- 


neſs 


n_—— 


The Dedication, 


neſs and Concern,as if it 
Were your duty to . be 
more ingaged for the 
' Welfare of our Souls and 
good Names then we 
ought to be our ſelves. 
Madam, I need jay no 
more, but pray for you, 
' that God would multiply 
| npon you (who are both 
' Good and Great) and 
upon yours all Temporal 
and Eternal Bleſsmgs, 
er increaſe the number of. 
ſuch Excellent Saints as 
7) 


'The Dacdiear 'ON., 


z your Ladyſhip : Then . 
we ſhould injoy a part of- | 
Heaven ent of Heaven, 
While we had our betnes 
HON the Fart h, [ had 
taken the freedome to 
have MNG med Jon by a 
Title you are more 
known by, but that 1 
| fear ed your fo nice 
and ſcruoulous Modeſty 
would have reprehended 
me, dijowning ny cele- 
bration of this juft Cha - 


rafier : And ſhould I | 
have 


| The Dedicarion, 


= 


£ 
is 


4 


| have given an acconnt W | 
of my own Name, it 

would not be difficult 

for very many to con- 
' jetture to whom | pre- 
ſumed 9 make this Ad- 
dreſs. l am, 
Madam, 


Tour greateſt Honourer 
and moſt obedient Ser- 
vant who,as an admi- 
rer of your Vertnes , 
am ambitions to dc- 


ſerve of your Ladyſhip 
ihe Appellation of 


CONSTANS, 
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A Prayer. 


SI Lord God, 1 
ZZ confeſſe mine 
1niquities, and 
my ſins are e- 
wer before thee, ſecret as 
w2ll as known fins. Create 
in me 4 new heart, and 
renew 4 11Tht ſpirit with- 
in me, Cleanſe the wick- 
ed and damnable thoughts 
of my heart by the inſpi- 
ration of thy Holy Spi- 
rit : forgive my wicked 
Fonohts As well as my 
evil 


, 
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A Prayer. 
evil wile words and at1- 
ons, Give me thy Grace, 
that I may not onely leave 
ſin for a time , but that 7 
may loath fn; that I m ay 
look upon Jeſus Chriſt 
ot onely as a Saviour , 
which the very worſt of 
men would be lad to do 
at their Deaths , but as 
#$ oVerergy to rule and 
reign in my heart, It ray 
be in vain for me with 
wicked Balaam to deſire 
ts die the death of the 
r1Shteous, zf 7 do not live 
the life of the righte- 
ous, While I live in the 
World let mc not be of 


the 


tI 
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Prayer, 3 


' the World; but be pleaſed 


"mn "IARC 


| to indue me with ſopreat 


a meaſure of thy Spirit, 
that I may make it the 
great pleaſure of my life 


to doe thee ſervice, whoſe 


ſervice is perfect tree- 


dome, Make me humble, | 


charitable and obedient, 
willing to doe 700d, not 
onely to my fricnds, but 


to my very enemies, hear- 


tily foreiving them as I 
defire to be forgiven, and 
returning to them good 
for evil: But, Lord, to 
my Relations & Friends, 
return their kindneſs dou- 
ble into thetr own bo- 

ſomes, 


Wl 4 A Prayer. 
ſomes, Take from me, 
good Lord, both in my 
health and ſickneſſe , all 
that ſunfull, mis becoming 
Impatience which ſo much 
prevails over me, Let 
not the fear of Death ſo 
much terrifie and diſcom- | 
poſe my + oboe but ſo | 
moderate my Aﬀedtions , 
that 1 may willingly and 
entirely ſubmit to thy Di- 
Vine will and pleaſare 
i whether in Life or Death, 
i Marural or violent - But 

7 moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, Heavenly Father , 
to prepare me for a better » 
World before thou takeſt 


me 


A Prayer. 5 
| me out of this : So pre- 
| Pare me, O Lord, by ſea- 

ling to me a Pardon for 
all my ſins paſt , and gi- 
ving me ſuch an aſſured 
well-zrounded Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and ſwch a 

| application of bis im- 
| Putative Righteouſneſſe ; 
that when 7 come to dit, 

1 may have nothing elſe 
to doe but to dic, and 
to ſurrender, thouzh 4 
ſrnfal, yet apenitent Soul 
into the hands of a graci- 
ous Redeemer, While T1 
live here, give me Grace 

+ that I may have aying 
thouehts , that when I 
come 
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6 A Prayer, 


' come to die I may have 


living hopes, Grant I | 
may live here 1n thy fear, 
die in thy favour , and at 
the end of my days attain 
the end of my hopes, even 
the Salvation of my Soul 
in and through Chriſt 
Jeſus my bleſſed Saviour 
and" Redeemer. 

Amen, Amen, 


Glory beto the Father, 
and to the Son, and | 
to the Holy Ghoſt, | 


Our Father, exc, 
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AND 
> Meditations, 
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RERPR HH E Society of 

2 Greſham Col- 
ledge 1s com- 
rare poſed of very 
* 1Ngen.ous and eminent 
Per {ons, Whoſe Convyer- 


_— — RN 


—_—_ 


gious Mr Boyl, worthy Sr Robert 
Murray, the famous and eminent- 


| ' * Themoſt ingenious and Reli- 
| ly learned Dean Wilkins, cum 


multss altiss, 


{ation 


— 
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S Occaſional 
{ation 1s deſirable in ma- 
ny reſpects; their endea- 
vours to improve Arts 
and Sciences Mechanical 
and Libera], their inqui- 
{ition into the works of 
Nature, may be both de- 
lighctull and profitable 
to themſelves and others, 
It this be granted , ler 
us raiſe our Meditations 
higher, and conſider how 
advantageous 1t wlll be 
for us to meditate of the 
God of Nature, to ad- 
vance his Glory, exprel- 
ſing our Love to him by 
ſinging his praiſes while 
we have a being here, 

which 


Meditations, 9 
which is the delight and 


employment of Beatifted 
Souls to all Eternity, 


II. 


Et us conſider why 
{o many of us ſo ot- 


ten miſcarry in the De- 


ſigns and actions of this 
Lite, even when we have 
moſt confidence and aflſu- 
rance, The Reaſon is ve- 


ry obvious: We place 


£00 much truſt in ſecon- 
Carie Caules, and in the 
ſon of 9247, whoſe breath 
7s in his noſtrils; but in 
the beginning of every 

enterpriſe 


ne 


10 Occaſional 
enterpriſe neglect to 1m- 
plore the Divine affi- 
ſtance, and wholly to re- 
ly upon his Wiſdome , 
with an humble and du- 
titull acquieſcence in his 
will, whether he ſhall 
pleale to blaſt our pur- 
poſes, or to proſper the 
action , God knowing 
what 1s better for us then 
we do for our ſelves: It 
{o, we are {ure our De- 
ſigns and endeayours will | 
be ſucceſstull, or we ſhall | 
have as much reaſon to 
be ſatisfied as it they 
were, being free from 
all repining, murmuring 
thoughts, | 


| 
| 
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Meditations 11 


thoughts, becauſe we {ub- 
mit ro his Providence 
who 1s the {ole diſpoſer 


of all perſons, actions and 


times , which is the hap- 
py priviledge as well as 
cuty of a Chriſtian, 


III. 


() Lord,I confefle, be- 


cauſe I ſlept unqui- 


etly the laſt night, (being 
troubled with melancho- 
lick Dreams) and tound 


my body inditpofed this 
morning, I was more diſ- 
compoled in my mind , 
then when I have wiltul- 

B ly 


I2 occaſronal 


ly offended thy Divine 
Majeſtie by finning a- 
oainſt thee ; thus linful- 
ly preferring the health. 
of my Body betore the 
Quiet and tranquillity of 
my Soul, periſhing things 
betore eternal, I beſeech 
God to forgive me this 
and all other my offen- 
ces; and, for the time to 
come, give me grace that 
I may be bur little con- 
cerned for my Body, ma- 
Ling it my great intereſt 
(as it ought to be) to take 
care for the eternal wel- 
fare of my Soul ; which 


1s beſt ſecured by a good 
mploy- 


| Meditations, 12 
imployment of my Time | 


1 and Talent, looking up- 
onit not onely as the De- 
ſign and bufineſle of my 
life, but to. be my grea- 
teſt pleaſure and delight, 

' to doe thee ſervice, in 
whoſe ſervice is perfect 
freedome, ' Amen, 


Iv. 


Lotid, how ſhort and . 

momentany is this 
Lite in reſpec of Ecerni- 
ty ! and yer what great 
care do we take to pro- 
vide for the things of this 
| Life, as 1t all our Ecerni- 
D 2 ry 
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ty were here, and not 
nercatter 1 However, we 
muſt look upon Death, | 
which 1s natural and muſt 
come, 1t may be to mor- 
row,as the greateſt Good 
ro us Which 1s tobede-_ 
fired, or as the greateſt | 
Evil ro be feared, Fear 
ir we may, but we can- 
not avoid 1t ; and there- 
fore It 1s in vain to be | 
tranſported with a too- | 
Iith tear, which diſquie- 
rech our thoughts, but 
no way ſecures us from 
what we fear, bur by ar- 
ming againſt ic , which 
chus 3 200d Chriſtian 
oughr 


, TC ——— 
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Meditations, 15 


ought to do: To arme 
himfſelt by putting on 
the Breaſt-plate of Righ- 
reouineſle, and flying tor 
Sanctuary to him who 
hath had vicorie over 
death, by a lively Faith 
| 1nhis Merits: Then the 
King of Terrors cannot 
be able to hurt us but 
will doe us great ſervice, 
| in giving usa paſlage to 
| theenjoyment of a bleſſed 
| Immortality, where we 
_ ſhall enjoy reſt and eaſe 
| and happineſle unfpeaka- 
ble, ſuch as Exr hath nor 
heard, nor Eye hath ſeen, 
 _ neither hath ic entred into 
| B 3 the 


16 Occaſronal 


the Heart of man to cgn- 
ceive, To which place ' 
God of his mercy bring 
us, for his fake who harh 

{o dearly bought us, our 
bleſſed Saviour Chriſt 
Feſus, Amen, 
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"ft IVY Soul and Body are 
=» two great Friends, 
having been Compani- 
ons many years, and 
|  thereforeare unwilling to 
{ part: Butler us conſider, 
|| Friends are molt ſad, who 
fear, when they are par- 4 
ting, they ſhall never 
meet | 


O_ 


Meditations, 17 
meet more, But, O my 
Soul , *tis certain at the 
laſt day there muſt be 
a conjun&ion between 
thee and my Body ; 
though you part tor a ſea- 
ſon, yet when you meer 
again after this lite, you 
ſhall never part more, 
Therefore be nor deject- 
ed ro ſeparat? when the 
Body dies, which muſt 
of neceflity be, according 
to the inevitable decree 
of Nature , nay of the 
God of Nature : but be 
careful ſo to demean your 
ſelves while you both 
live together here, that 

B 4 VOU 


F 16 Occaſional 

| you may both part wil- 
lingly, and meet joyfully, 
hoping for a bleſſed Im- 
mortality; which God of 
his infinite mercy grant, 


for Chriſt Tj bis ſake, 


AMEN, 


VI. 


IT is ſaid of Plutarch , 
that he ſhould ſay of 


himfelt, © Ic werebetter 


« thete had never been 
**{ucha man as Platarch, 
© then that they. ſhould 
*© juſtly report him un- 
** mercifull and unjuſt, It 
was a worthy ſaying of 
an 
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Meaitations, 19 
an heathen, and might 
well become the medita- 
tion of a Chriſtian There 
are many who go under 
the notion and profeſſ1- 
on of Chriſti:ns; tew are 

, really ſuch comparative- 
ly: but better were 1t 
 wenever were born, thei. 
that we ſhould be Chrti- 
{tians onely in proteflton , 
not 1n practice, having a 
Form of Godlineſs , but 
denying the Power of it 
11 our lives and converſa- 
ons: For then we have 
Cauſe to fear rhe-pro- 
nouncing of the ſad Sen- 
tence, Go ye curſed, &c. 
Dn 5 {C. 
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20 Occaſional 


for we have bur little 
hopes of finding Chriſt 
out Saviouratour Deaths, 
if we do not own him for 
a Soverelgn Wille We 
live, | 
VII. 


g7 1s reported 1n ſtory 
of a great Politician ar 
Rome, That he made ir 
his whole Deſtgn for 
many years to ſecure the 
ele&tion of his intimate 
Friend to the Popedome 
after the death of the pre- 
ſent Pope, who was ve - 


ry aged; and having for 


{ome conſiderable time 
1mp2- 


On — 


Meditations, 21 
impatiently expected an 
happy iffue to his ſo much 
delired hopes, the Pope 
dies, his Friend ſucceeds: 
Now he accounts him- 
{elt a happy man ; Ic 1s 
but ask and have, ot 
what is within the Pope's 
power; and this 15 con-- 
firmed to him by a fo- 
lema promiſe from the 
mouth of his Holineſle, 
But mark the unhappy 
flue: Whilſt our Politt- 
cian is conſidering what 
places of Honour or Pro- 
fit will be moſt gratetull 
tro his Ambitious mind, 
his Fiend the Pope dles 
c90, 


tt ont MS er as AR we 


22 Occaſional 

r00, and he finds all his 
endeavours are rencred 
truicleſſe, Upon the news 
ol his death he vainly la- 
ments his loſſe, and ſays 
It was Not In his Power 
ro {ecure himſelf againſt 
{uch a misfortune, Thus 
1t fares very often with 
te men of the World , 
who put their traſt and 
confidence in Princes,and 
in the Sox of man whoſe 
breath is in his noſtrils, 
It we wholly rely upon 
our earthly Friends,when 
they cie , we loſe our 
expectation of what ad- 


vantage their friendſhip 
and 


Ys _ _ —_ 
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Meditations, 22} 
and kindnefle can afford 
us: Bur if we rely upon 
God , and ſecure him to 
be our Friend , he will 
comfort us when our 
Friends fail , when they 
die he can raiſe us new 
ones ; he will be our 
Friend when we have 
moſt need of him , not 
onely in our lives, but at 
our Deaths , and conti- 
 nuelſoroall eternity, O 
' what an unſpeakable ho- 

nour and happinefle is it 
to gain God to be eur 
Friend ! even the high- 
eſt trail man is Capable of. 
It 1s our greateſt Con- 

| CCM 


24 Occaſronal 
cern to make Friend(hip 

with the Almighty, Was 

it not a great honour for 

Abraham, the Father of 

the Faithful,to have God 

to be his Friend, and to 

be called the Friend of 

God 5 1] pray God we 

may have the like felici- | 
ty, that, following Abra- 

ham's example, we may 
reſt in his boſome: which 

God of his infinite mercy 

grant , for Chriſt eſs 

his ſake, Amen, 


VIII, 
Here was a great 
conteſt between A- 
| pelles 


** ” 
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—— 


Meditations, 25 


pelles a famous Painter 
and another,which ſhould 
appear the better Artiſt, 
and as a trial of $kill , 
Apelies drew Grapes . 
which were ſo naturally 
done , that the Birds 
pecked at them, ſup- 
poſing them to be real 
Grapes : The other drew 
_ onely the lively piture 
_ ofa Curtain, and bringing 

it to Apelles for his ap- 
probation , he was deft- 
red to draw away «ne 
Curtain, that his Picture 
might be judged of, He 
then concluded himſelf 
the better-Artiſt ; For, 


lays 


26 Occaſional 
lays he, Apelles deceived 
Lie Birds, bur I deceived 
Apelles, Thus with Art 
211 CUNNINg We m: iy we 
C:1Ve birds, beaſts , and 
men, nay Our ſelves; but 
We cannot deceive God, 
Ler us theretore ſo be- 
nave our ſelves in our 
words,g cſtures;thoughts, 
actions, as conſidering we 
are alwates in God's pre- 
ſence, ro whom we muſt 
De accountable at . cur 
Death and at the day of 
judgment; and theretore 
\ Jet us not dare to com- 
mit ſin, unleſle we can 
conceal our actions from 
his all-ſeeing Eye, IX, 
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IX, 


Have heard of a Jury 
of twelve men, who 
being asked by the Jucg 
| whether the Priſoner at 
the Barre were Guilty 
or Not oeuilty , betore 
the Fore-man could con- 

veniently make aniwer , 
another perſon who ood 

by faid , Not guilty; 

whom the Fore-man wn 
king with indignation re- 
peared his words, Not 

guilty © adding, I tay, 

my Lord, he 1s Guilry 
bur before he exprefled 
the 


28 occaſional 


_ the latrer, his two fiſt 
words were recorded ac- 
cording to Law , and by 
this miſtake the Offender 
eſcaped, Bur at the day 
of Judgment the Guilty 
have no advantage by 
any poſſibility of a mit- 
take or accident ; for the 
Judge 1s infallible and 
righteous , and the Con- 
ſcience, which is both 
Jury and Witneſle,(Cor- 
ſcientia mille Teſtes) will 
certainly deliver true ev1- 
dence, not being decet- 
ved 1n the leaſt cictle, Ac 
this Barre voluble Orato- 
r1e prevails not, neither 

Can 
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 canſubtile Law-diſtin&i- 
- ons any wates avail; but 

Judgment ſhall be given 
| to every one in Righte- 
ouſneſle and in Truth, b 

him who is Truth it ſel 

and cannot lie ; whoſe 
mercy we had need im- 
plore in our lives and at 
our Deaths, that he ma 

not be ſevere to —_ 
what is done amiſle, but 
forgive and pardon us tor 


C brit his lake, 


| X. 


| B'Y Dog (inthe Fa- 
neF having meat 1n 
oC 
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his mouth by the water 
ſ1de, and percelving the | 
ſhadow of it refle&t(which 
he erroneouſly miſtook 
tor real fleſh) opened his 
mouth grcedily in hopes 
to get it, and by this 
means loſt the true ſub- 
ſtance, Thus it fares 
with many woildly men , 
co whom God hath given 
meat in their Mouths , 
his bleffings in a liberal 
proportion, Eccleſ, 6,2, 
(Riches , wealth and ho- 
our, ſo that he wanteth 
nothing for his ſoul of all 
that he aefireth ; Jet God 
giveth him not power to 
eat 


Meditations. 31 
' | eat thereof) but they,not 
ſatisfied therewith , ſeek 
ro increaſe their wealth 
per fas & nefas , rave- 
nouſly coveting the tha- 
dow which 1s vexation 
and vanity , and neg- 
lecting to improve thetr 
Talents to Gou's glory 
and their own good , and 
by this means loſe the 
true ſubſtance,their hopes 
of eternal weltare, 


XI, 


Scholar of Szccrates 

oblerving that ma- 
By of his tellow-Pupills 
al 


er With great and 
Preſents, which þ 


Capable of doin 
{on of his 


eWaSun- 
8 by rea- 
POverty, came ' 
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Meditations, 33 


ipiſe us and our Offe- 
11n9s, if they are not ten- 


dred with an intire, hum- 
ble. dutiful and obedient 


©, 


' heart, which I belſeech 


God to giveus, that we 
may retribure the ſame 
to him agaly, Amer, 
A So w_ is told of the 
ſame Socrates, that 
one day being in his 
School, a Phyſtognomiſt 
came to viſit him, "and ta- 
king great remark of his 
face, plainly averred, that 
Socrates Was guilty of 


{uch and ſuch notorious 
V1 ICES3 


X11, 


Wl! 34 occaſional 
| Vices; which Accuſaci- 
on his D: (ciples heard \ 


Ii with much impatience , 
Wi _ and could hardly forbear | 
ſtriking him, declaring ' 
ii that he was a litly fellow, 
1 and that he had done 


their Maſter injurie, for 
what he had ſaid was ve- 
ry falſe upon their know- 
l2dee, Sgcrates interpo- 
{es, and aſſures chem that 
-what this Attiſt had de- 
livered concerning him 
was well grounded, and 
therefore they had no ſuch 
reaſon to blame him; for 
(ſays he) I have a great 
natural propenſity and in- 
clination 
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Meaitations, 35 


. clination to thoſe Crimes, 
{ which certainly would 


have had a great predo- 
minancy over me,had not 
mv Reaſon and my Phi- 
lotophie prevailed over 
them, which was no ſmall 
dificulty, Thanks be gi- 
ven to Almighty God 
for his reſtrainins Grace, 
that we have not been 


 aQuually guilty of thoſe 


{ins tro which our particu- 
lar natures do ſo much 
incline us; that every ſ1n- 
ole offence hath not been 
the unhappy parent of 
many more - and this 1s 


wholly to be imputed to 
God's 


36 Occaſional 
God's goodnefle to us ; 
for our reſolutions may 
fail us of doing good and 
avoiding evil, our Rea- | 
ſon may be blinded and 
deceived, Philoſophie , 
both as to the Theorte 
and as to the Practick 
part, may be vain and un- 
profitable: but it we are 
1ndued with God's Grace, 
this cannot fail us, He 
giveth us to will and to 
doe of his good pleaſure , 
but the more we rely up- 
on him, and pray for his 
blefled aſſiſtance, the ſu- 
rer we are to find the 
happy influence and be- 
nefic 
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Meditations, 37 

nefir of his good Spirit , 

which will teach us to 

walk holily, penitently , 

' ſoberly,0t as fools, but as 

wiſe, redeemine the time, 

becanſe the dates are e- 
vill, 


XIII. 


T was faid of a good 
man , that he ſhould 
confeſſe he had been un- 
done unlefſe he had been 
undone ; meaning, that if 
God had not awakened 
his Conſcience with tem- 
poral lofles and afflictt- 
ons , and cauſed him tro 
look into himſelf, Pro- 
Cz arr 


38 'Occaſronal 


ſperity and incon{1derati- 
on had ſwallowed him 
up. God many times 
grants Our requeſts in de- 
nying of them, when to 
his Majeſtie theſe appear 
inconſiſtent with his Glo- 
ry and our Good , tor he 
onely knows what is beſt 
tor us, In a proſperous 
condition we feldome 
take up the complaint of 
chat good Heathen, who 

ſadly faid , © Amici, di- 

em perdidi! O my tnends, 

I have loſt a day ! be- 

\ | caule hecouldnotcallto 
| mind any good he had 
| done that day; bur loſe 

day 


. 
Rm — 
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Meditations, 29 


day after day for many 

| years together , untill at 

| laſt we have nor a day 
left to repentin, though 
many a miſspent day to 
repent of; and- then we 
muſt know. though true : 
Repentance 1s never too - 
late, yet late Repentance 
is ſeldome true, 


XIV. 
L L Societies and 


Companies of men, 
2S well Merchants as y 
thers, who are ſober, in- 
c aſtrious, wiſe and well- 
governed, conduce much 
C3 to 


Occaſional 


to the advantage and be- | 
nefic of that Kinszdome 
or Common-wealch in 
which they live ; Rich 
| Merchants make a Rich 
 - Kingdome: Bur let the 
 Breat Traders have a care, 
leſt , while they inrich 
themſelves with worldly 
Treaſure, they neglect to 
labour after the gaining 
eternal Riches, Itſo, at 
the laſt they will be 3c- 
counted unwiſe Mer- 
chants , who have been 
ouilty of a fooliſh Ex- 
change, loſing their own 
Souls for drofle and pe- 
riſhing dung, For what 


ſhall 


__ 


Meditations, 4 


- ſhall a man give in ex- 


I 
R 


change of his Soul? Loſe 
that, and loſe all. Ir was 
the laying of 4 pious M1- 
niſter (MT Dod) that no 
© man was undone unt:ll 


« hewas damned, Lofte © 
of temporal Goods , Li- 


berty,nay Lite ic ſelf,may 
be gain to us, if we ſuffer 
for Conſcience fake, ta- 
king up Chriſt's croſle: 
Bur he is loft withour 
Redemption who loſeth 
his Soul, 
XV. 


T is a conſtant cuſtome 
among Merchants ar 


C2 Sea, 
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Sea, that when they ap- f 
prehend their Ship much \ 
indangered by a violent T 
Storm, tor fear their Ship 1 
ſhould be overladen , and 
that the Goods in her 
ſhould occaſion the ſink- 
ing.they fling them over- 
board , hoping by this 
means to preſerye their 
Ship, and, what is more 
Precious, the Lives of the 
Mariners and Paſſengers. 
I with we were as ſpiri- 
cually wiſe, that we had 
a diſcerning ſpirit when 
our Souls are 1n danger 
of being overſer by the 
wealth and cares and plea- 
{ures 
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Meditations, 43 
- ſures of this World; thar 
1 we may be more willing 
£ then the Merchant at ſea 
» T0 part with theſe earth- 
( ly Goods, left they ſhould 
* Indanger the ſinking our 
Souls in the bottomleſle 
pit of perdition, I pray 
God we may make a 
juſt diſtin&tion between 
Earthly and Heavenly 
Riches, momentany and 
eternal ; that we may 
elteem Godlineſſe the 
oreateſt gain, and not 
make gain of the preten- 
lion of Godlineſle, 
Amen, 
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T 1s reported of the 


| Primitive Chriſtians, 
| that when by aſtrit E- 
| dic of an Empersr they 


were Prohibited to meet 
and afſemble together in 
their publick Worſhip 
and Devotions, they 0- 
beyed the Command : 
Though they were trou- 
bled at the Impoſttion , 
yet they eſteemed it their 
|| Duty to obey the Au- 
| thority God had ler over 
| trheminall things where- 
in they did no violence 

ro 


_ y—_ . _ 
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to their Conſciences ; 
which in this they were 
free trom , for they were 
ſtill allowed to ſerve God 
in their private houſes 
and retirements, This Li- 
berty ought ro fatisfie 
the Diſſenters from the 
Church of England, in 
caſe no other ſhall be per- 
mitted them by the Su- 
preme Authority : for 
though I have been and 
ſhall alwaies be willing to 
promote,ſo tar as lawfully 
I may, Indulgence to a!l 
honeſt peaceable men of 
what Per{iwalion fo ever , 
io tarre 2s 15S conſiſtent 
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with publick ſatety ; yer 
untill che King thall be 
pleaſed to give libertie for 
leveral diftinct meetings . 
it is the Duty, in my opi- 
nion, ofall His Majeſtie's 
Subjects , to obey His 
Proclamations prohibi- 
ting their Meetings, and 
moſt agreeable ro Chri- 
ſtian Principles, 


X VII. 


T is a Poericall fiction 
of Eraſmus , that he 
hung, when dead, be- 
tween Heaven and Hel, 


There are many men , 
when 
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Meditations, 47 
when ahve, appear 
hang between Heaven 
and Hell: Some taint de- 
fires they have tending 
towards Heaven ; at the 
ſame time thelr evil incli- 
nations and actions carry 
them into the paths that 
lead to Hell and ceſtru- 
cion: They are long in 
{uſpenſe which way to 
take, the narrow or the 
broad path ; but by not 
chuſing the fiſt ,theymulſt 
neceſſarily tall into the 
laſt In the wates of Good- 
nefle , whoſe paths are. 
pleaſ:nineſlc, 307 progre- = 
di eft regreas , they that 


PO 


a 


4.8 Occaſional 
proceed not forward muſt 
g0 backward, Many who 
have had good reloluti- 
ons may be now in Hell. 
He that reſolves to goe a 
journey, is never the nea- 
|| | rer performing it by in- 
$ | tending it, it he does not 
go the journey, I pray 
j God giveusto will and to 
wf docof hs good pleaſure. 
Milf XVIII. 
[ Good man ſhould 
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1 have no other ex- 
||| ception againſt the Short- 
| | t] ; | neſle of our lives but chis, 
q ||| tharthereis (o little rime 
Y | forustoenumerate God's 
| Blefhings and Providen- 
ces, 


> 


i 


Meditations, 4g 


4 ces, and to return him 
) thanks for all his Mer- 


cies and Benefits which 
he trom time to time {o 
largely and liberally hath 
beſtowed upon us, who 
deſerve not the leaſt of 
them, It ought not to 
aflict us that our time 1s 
fo ſhort to recreate our 
ſenſes and delight our 
{elves in ſenſual 1njoy- 
ments ; for this 1s a cauſe 
of joy: While we live 
here, either through wil- 
fulneſſe or humane frail- 
ty , we ſhall offend God 
who hath been ſo graci- 
ous to us ; but the time 

'S 


_— 


5O Occaſional 
is at hand, when at the. 
period of our days there 
will be a period ſet to our 
finning ; all Tears ſhall | 
he wiped from our Eyes, 
and we 1hall fin and for- 
YOW 20 M07C, 


XIX 


T 1s ſaid of a wicked 

L man who dies tull of 
years, Diu fuit, non Vix- 
;t, He hath been 2 oreat 
while upon the face of 
the Earth, bur he hath 
not lived at all: for we 
ſhould onely account that 
living which is to God- 
| ward; 


; , Meaitations, 5I 
ward; the other being 


but a dead lite, he # dead 
while he is yet alive Hap- 
py are we, it we dze to 
ſin, and live to righteonſ- 
eſſe; itweſolivein this 
World , that we may not 
die eternally , walking 
with God, truly fearing 
him, and obediently lo- 
ving him; not with a ſer- 
vile love, but witha filial; 
not worthipping him as 
the Parthians do the De- 
vil, that he ſhould doe 
them no hurt , but be- 
caule the love of Chriſt 
conſtrains 5, 2 Cor, 5, 
14, for a true Chriſtian 

loves 


"RO" 
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loves Chriſt more then he t 


tears Hell, 
; 4% Þ 
Io 15 reported of a Flo- 


rentine, that upon 
his Death- bed he ſent for 
his Children , and rold 
them, It comforted him 


very much in his dying 


condition, that he ſhould 


leave them rich He had 
indeed reaſon to thank 


God tha: he was inabled 
to leave to them good 
fortunes , which they 
might by God's grace 


imploy to his Glory and 
their 


| 
< 
{ 


| Mealttations, 53 


e their good : but he had 
much greater cauſe of re- 
Joycing, it he conld true- 
ly have ſaid , As for me 
and my {amilie, we have 

\ cofiſtantly ſerved the 
Lord our God : And 
therefore, my dear Chil- |} 
dren, I hope both my 
felt when my life 1s en- 

| ded, and youall in good 
time after me , ſhall be 
partakers of thoſe joyes 
which God hath out of 

| his abundant mercy pre- 
Tag for them thar love 
um, 


XXI, 
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XXI, 


T was the conſtant 


* Principle and Pra- 


Etice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, ro reſiſt their , 


CE hh odd © at | "RY RIES | 


Tyrant-Governors , as , 


well as others, with no | 
other weapons but pre- 
ces & lacryme , Prayers | 


and Tears, Iwith no 0- 


b. 


ther Armes of late years, 
_ oratany time, had been |, 


made uſe of againſt our | 


lawtull Kings : Charles 
the Firſt of bleſſed me- 
mory had not then been 
murthered before his own 


* Thy was alwaties the conftant worth} 
Principle of thoſe Mmniſters of the Pro- 
fefrox of our Church of England, 


Doo:s., 


; Meditations. 55 


Doors, dying the Mar- 

' tyr of his People , and 
_ the more plorious 
by the intamie of ſo ma- 

- ny unparallel'd Villantes, 
; All Principles contrary to 
this of Obedience to Ma- 
| giſtrates may be condem- 
" ned as inconſiſtent with 
| Piety and Policy, With 
Piety ; for the Precepts 

- and Example of our Blel- 
| ſed Saviour and his Apo- 
| ſtles teach us other Doc- 
trines : with Policy; fort 
't we allow that a Prince 
'S to be reſiſted in any 
caſe, every Factious par- 
ty who can get armes 
neo 
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into their hands will pre. 


ly ( as late experience 
hath demonſtrated ) to 
delude the people under 


' upon this Maxime no 
Kinedome or Common- 
wealth 1s fate. 


XXll. 


Painter, who was 
eſteemed a good 
Arciſt, 


tend that to be the cale, | 
when-ever they have a | 
mind to incite the Peo- | 
ple to rebel; though as 
contrary as Light is to | 
Darknefle: tor *ris too ea- 
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{pecious pretences , and | 


ermrerenn——es an 
x. 


Meditations, T3 


Artiſt, being asked why 

| he painted fo flowly ; he. 

' anſwered, P:ingo eterui- 

; tati, I paint for eternity, 

| It we did conſider, our 

| Eternity of happineſle or 
miſerie depends upon the 
well or 1] ſpending our 
time here, weſhould rhen 

| take greater care of our | 
ations, and not haſtily 


doe amifle. 


XX1II, 


VA / E are not natu- 
rally apt to con- 
tent our ſelves here in 


this World with any one 


conſtant 


— — — 
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conſtant place,or the ſame | 
company : We find no | 
perte& contentment 1n a- | 
ny of our ſetled affairs. 
and theretore we indea- 
'vour to find it in variety; 
but all in vain: Onely | 
this uſe we may make of 
it; Letus conftder with | 
our ſelves, the things of 
this World may fariare 
us,cannot ſatisfie ; what 
appertains to a 2 better lite 
may fſatisfie us, and not 
ſatiate: Therefore being 
our Souls are of {uch im- 
mortal capacities , as not 
to be contented with | 
nor confined to terreſtrial 
things, 


i 


| Meditations 59 

| things, let us make it our 
great delign to provide 

tor the eternal Felicity of 
our Souls, 


® XXIV. 
| De , bibe , lude; poſt 


mortem nulla volyp- 

| Fas, inquit Epicurus, 
| This is the vulgar Tradt- 
LON CONCErning EPCur us; 
[ and yer it cannot be pro - 
' ved that he ever {aid or 
writ any {uch thing 70t1- 
dem werbrs , onely in 
eftect he ſaid it , tor he 
denied the Immortality of 
the Soul, and conſequent- 
ID I 
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60 Occafronal 
ly every one 1s by that 
Poſition letr at liberty to 
doe as he pleaſes, /; poſt 
mortem nulla wvolaptas, 
Thus it many of us were 
' to be judged of by our 
practices, many abomina- 


ble Principles would be 


layd to our charge, which | 
i words and outward 


profeſſion we wholly diſ- 


own and dereſt, Bur 


what a deplorable thing 


is 1t, that there ſhould be 


ſuch contrariety between 
our Opinions ard our 
Actions , that the latrer 
ſhould give the firſt che 
he, which we account a 

word 
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Meditations, G1 


word of greateſt diſgrace 
and reproach to us if gi- 
ven by another, and yer 
contenredly and frequent- 
ly we glveitour ſelves * 


XXV, 


Redicat Viva Voce , 

qui predicat vita & 
voce, He preaches with 
a loud voice, who prea- 
. ches with his Lite and 
' Voice, Thar' Miniſter 
whoſe Lite is in good 
meaſure proportionable 
to his Doctrine ' prevails 
- much with his Auditory, 
» and converts many Souls; 
| D: 3 other- 
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otherwiſe the people are 
apr to lay, *T1s true, he | 
preaches well; but why 
ſhould I believe him who | 
does not appear to credit 
himſelf, tor he ſays one 
thing and practiſes ano- | 
cher? And it wecondemn | 
clus in a Preacher ,. we 
muſt not approve tin our | 
ſelves. The moral Hea- 
chens will riſe up in judg- | 
ment againſt us at the 
oreat Day, it weſhall rely 
upon a bare Form and 
outward proteſfſhion of 
Godlineſſe, bur deny the 
Power of it in our lives 
and converſations : for | 
| 0 ? 
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!o whom much i ziven , 
of them much is required, 
It was a wiie ſaying of 2 
natural Fool when he lay 
upon his Death-bed , 
* Lord, require no more 
© of me then thou haſt 
oven me, Let this be. 
remembred to humble the 
wiſe men : Many have 
been the wiſe ſayings of 
Fools, but not ſo many 
2s the fooliſh ations of 
Wile men, 


XVI. 
z* 1s reported in ſtorie 


of a great Emperor, 
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who had made large pro- | 
miſes, that when his taith | 


was {uſpeRed becauſe his 
Predeceflors had broke 


theirs ſo frequently , he | 


replied, Thatif faith and 
truth were no-whete elſe 
to be found but in his 
breaſt, there they ſhould 
remain, This I am well 
aſlured may without flat- 
tery be juſtly applied to 
our gracious Sovereign 
CHARLES the Se- 
cond, whom [T beleech 
God to bleſſe with along 
and happy Reign: His 
{weet ,obliging, mild diſ- 


poſition | 1s more agreea- 


ble 


as et 


F: 


| 


hw. [Abe wa 
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ble to the Exgl:ſh temper 


' then to iny Nation what- 


ſoeyer, our Climate be- 
ing ſo juſtly tamed for 
producing in all Ages fo 
many g00d-nitured peo- 
ple, What the Emperor 
{aid of himſelt, every one 
in particular ought to 
make applicable, and not 
to follow the Generali- 
ty, who conſtantly doe a- 
miſle ; and thus argue , 
Tell not me what vain 
faſhions or cuſtomes 0- 
thers follow , how perft- 
dious they are in their 
promiſes ; I will keep 
my word and doe my du- 

D 4 ty, 
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ty, leaving the ſucceſle | 
to the wile Diſpoſer of | 
all things, endeavou- | 
ring to walk unblameably | 
both in the {1ght of God 
and men, 


XXVII. 


T is reported of the 
Lacedemonians, that 
they had this tond Cere- 
mony at the Death of 
their Kings, That all, both 
men and women , man- 
eled their Foreheads, and 
in their Lamentations Cr1- 
EC Out, that their decea- 
ſed King (how wicked ſo- 
eVEr 
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| ever he were) was the 
F beſt Prince they ever had, 
\ In all rimes there want 
not ſome or qther who 
will praiſe thoſe that are 
oreat and in power , gl- 
ving them high applauſes 
tor their Vertues and de- 

| terts, though they be ne- 
| ver {o deformed with the 
| Leproſy of Vicious enor- 
 Mmittes : but ſuch ſervile 
{Plrits Will be deſpiſed by 
Jo00d men; nay, at laſt, 
abominated even by thoſe 
they to unworthily flat- 
ter; and thall receive one 
of- the Puniſhments of 
Liars , which is, Not to 
FS, be 


6Y Occaſional 


be believed when they | 


{peak truth, 


XXVIIL 


4s es is the beſt | 
Policy: it is ſim- | 


ple and innocent, like a 


true SLOLY Or Narrative | 


natural and eaſy , thar þ 
needs no defence : and 2 


good Conſcience isa con- 


_ tinual Feaſt, He thatin | 

all his ations deals plain- | 
ly and honeſtly , gains | 
ſuch a reputation, "thar 


all perſons both believe 
him , and believe well of _ 
him ; and therefore in ut 
the 


Meditations, 6Gg 
the affairs of the World 
he meets with many 
friends and cheartul afſi- 
ſtances; whereas thoſe 
tat have uſed great arti- 
ices to deceive and un- 
dermine are ſoon found | 
our, ſeldome truſted, We 
have an Engliſh Proverb 
to this purpoſe, Oxce 4 
Knave, and alwaies ſuſ- 
pected, It any of the 
moſt vertuous, gentleſt, 
mildeſt and faireſt * The Fe- 
* Sex thallby any ”* 
act of great an xk 
and Indiſcrerion —_—_ 
themſelves to the j 
cenſure of the World, 
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will be dithcult to reco- 
ver their fame loſt, by 
after-acts of Sobriety and 


Modeſty; bur this ſhould 


not diſcourage any to at- 
cempt 1t : bur the beſt 
way 15 tO Preſerve 4 good 
Conſcience , which is a 
Feaſt prepared tor us by 
the God of Heaven, to 
be ted on at all times and 
in all conditions : it 15 1n- 


rodudttive of the Peace of 


God, which is an happt- 
nefle {0 oreat that 1t paſ- 
{eth humane underſtan- 


aing , and isa bleſſing of 


2 vaſt Magn We {uch 


a5 rhe WW. oOrld can net- 


ther 


wo 
- CAE 
Per 
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ther give tous, nor take 
from us when God in 
mercy has afforded 1t to 
us, When a man's ways 
pleaſe God, he makes his 
very enemies to be at 
peace with him, ſo that 
many times their hearts 
being turned, they per- 
form offices of friend- 
ſhip and great kindnefle 
O US, 


XXIX, 


Ur Chriſtian Chari- 
— ty, which conſiſt- 

eth partly in torgiving 
our Enemies, returning 
200d tor evil, and partly 
| | ve 


cw 
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in g1ving to all who are | 
the objects of Charity , 
more eſpecially to thoſe 
ot the houſhold of Faith, 
is not onely a Charity to 
them, bur our ſelves too. 
The firſt part, being de- 
veſted from any vindica- 
tive ſpirit,is the moſt law - 
tull and moſt politick way 
of Revenge, the Holy. 
Writ fates, 1t 1s an hea- 
ping Coals of Fire upon 
their heads, to jultly up- 
braiding them tor the in- 
juries they have done us , 
that we may have cauſe 
to believe(probably ſpea- 
king) they will become 

our 
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our Friends : bur if nor, 
let us not be diſcouraged 
trom forgiving them as 
oft as they offend, as we 
hope God will torgive us 
farre greater offences; let 
us in all things endeavour 
to doe our Duties, and 
leave the ſucceſle to God, 
As for the ſecond part of 
our Charity , Commule- 
rating and relieving our 
brethren in diſtreſle, God 
will reward it plentifully 
in this World, and in the 
world to come infinitely , 


with a Go ye bleſſed, &C. 


(as we find in Scripture: ) 


belides the great ſarisfa- 
Ction 
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&10n which muſt nece(-_ 
ſarily ariſe to any good- 
natur'd' man, to be the | 
occaſion of doing good . | 
with ſmall Gitts ſo much 
to revive and rejoyce the 
diſconfolate ſpirits of {ut- 
tering perſons, The 7ta- 
[jan poor man {ayes, Sr, 
doe good to your ſelf , and 
beſtow ſomething on me : 
and certainly , 1t truely 
conſtdered, we doe our- 
ſelves more goed then 
thoſe wereleve, 


AX. 
]* hath pleaſed God 
heavily to afflict my 
Extias 
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extraordinary Friends, in 
depriving them of thcir 
| onely Son, Leves loquun- 
tur, Ingentes ſtupent, 
God intends this as a great 


trial of the Patience and 


Piety of the Parents: now 
God calls upon them to 
"rein their Wills to his 
readily and contented- 
| Iy, without exceſſive fin- 
tull Lamentation, not to 
erieve as without hope ; 
they may goe tohim, he 
cannot come tothem, Let 
them conſider, Heaven is 
_ the beſt Inheritance, God 
hath given them his Son”, 
to redeem them from 
their 
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their fins and the juſt pu-| 
niſhment of chem; rhere- | 
fore certainly 'tis their | 
Duty, and I hope and be-| 
heve it 1s their Inclinati- | 
Ons , Not to repine that 
God hath taken away their 
| Son from the Evil to 
come Let them be com- 
| forted, that he died of a 
natural Diſeaſe, not occa- | 
tioned by vicious Diſor- | 
der, but departed pent- 
cently, willingly ſubmit- 
ring to the Will of God, | 
as I pray we may all doe 
at all times, both living | 
and dying, All things 
work for 7ood to thoſe that 


love 
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love God, together, if not 


{ingly , every individual 


thing; yet jointly, if we 
love God, And becaule 


it was the will of the good 
God, it was better ſo 
then 1f it had been other- 


wiſe, All good Chrifti- 


ans wiſely acquieſce in 
God's Providence he 


| knows what is beſt for 
| us, I hope God may re- 


{tore to them his Bleſ- 
ſings, as he did to his 
Servant Job, with a great 
increaſe: it not, let them 
remember , the bleſſed 
Angels have no Oft- 
{pring, 

XXXI1, 
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Þ 


XXXI1I. 


V E can never be e- 
nough thankful] 
to God for his Mercies 
to us, eſpecially for that] 
Great tranſcendent one, | 
the Mercy of all Mercies, 
in ſending his Son to die 
for us, to redeem us from | 
the Slavery of Sin, that | 
we may live and not die 
eternally, that we may 
live happily here and here- | 
after, In the Obedience 
of his Commands 1s great | 
delight: They that are 
of a contrary opinion, it 
1s 
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is becauſe they are unex- 
pertenced in his ſervice, 2 
' whoſe Service i perfect 
.| Freedome, For to obey 
|| Sin and the Luſts of the 
| Fleſh, 1s the greateſt Val- 
{alage in the world , and 
| he 1s a greater man who 
(ubdues his vile Aﬀecti- 
| ons, then it he were a 
victorious Conqueror 0- 
| ver all the World, For 
God doth not account of 
us by our outward Great- 
neſs, but by our inward 
Goodneſle : All humane 
Greatneſle (however 1do- 
lized by worldly men ) 1s 

a Pageantry and a mere 


Repre- 
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Repreſentation acted up- 
on the Theatre of the| 
World, which quickly} 
diſappears, and the Scene | 
Si changed and withdrawn | 
when the Play is done, 
Farther to adyance the 
Mercies of God to us, 
Let us conſider, God 
might have commanded | 
ns to have ſacrificed an| 
Tſaac , to have lived all 
the time of our lives in | 
painfull and vexatious | 
Trouble , exerciſing our 
ſelves in Acts contrary to 
our natural and reaſona- 
ble appetites; and yet at- 
ter an Obedience to _ | 

ee- 
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 {ceming ſeyere commands 
for an hundred years or 
more, 1f he ſhould give 


us Heaven at laſt, we had 
great reaſon t0 be thank- 
full: Bur now , on the. 
contrary, he onely com- 


' mands us to live chaſtly 


and temperately ; not to 


| decelve our Neighbeurs, 


bur to love them as our 
ſelves; to keep up a good 
report; to endeavour to 


 doeall the good We can, 


and to refrain from evil ; 
to forgive our Enemies, 
and not to be of conten- 
tious natures, but, @& 
much as lies in y to 
live 
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live peaceably with all 
men: which Commands 
it we endeavour to Ccon- 
form to, 1t will conduce| 
to a temporall as well 
as an eternall Felicity, 
When we cigreſle from 
{ſuch Rules given us by 
our great Law-glver, we 
find 12d effects, as conſe- | 
quential Punithments of 
our Diſobedience ; as, 
Lolle of Reputation, ma-| 
ny i}] Caſualties and Dil- | 
eaſes, many times haſte- | 
ning our end by v1Clous 
Excelles. Thee Incon-| 
veniences. to a rational 
and conſidering perſon 

were| 
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F were ſufficient (it there 
were no higher) to deterre _ 
him from evil practices, 


XXAXI1II. 


Being ſick , and under 
ſome dejection of ſpi- 
rit, opening my Bible to 
ſee what place I could firſt 
light upon which mighr 


| adminiſter Comfort to 


me, caſually I fixed upon 
the Sixth of Hoſea; the 
| firſt three yerſesare theſe, 

I. Come, let us return 
»nto the Lord: for he hath 
| torn, and he will heal ws ;; 
he hath ſmitten, and he 
will bind us np, 


= 2, After 
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2, After two days hel 
will revive ws. the third | 
aay he will raiſe 7s 1p,and | 
we ſhall tive 131 his fieht., 

2. Then ſhall we know, 
if we follow on to know 
the Lord: his coins forth | 
is prepared in the mor- 
ning, and he ſhall come 
unto us as the Raingas the 
latter and former Rain 
#nto the Earth, 

I am willing to decline 
Superſtition upon all oc-| 
caſtons, yet think my 
{felt obli ed ro make this 
uſe of {ach a providen- 
tlail place of Scripture ;| 
Fiſt, by hearty repen- 

ng 


a. A 
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| ting me of my ſins paſt, . 
Secondly , by fincere re- 
| formation for the time to 
come, defiring to turn 
from theevil of my ways, 
ro {erve the living God, 

that fo long as he ſpares 
me hte, I may live as 1n 
his ſight and preſence, 


pe. 
Upon the 29" day of May, 


| F His day is an Holi- 
day, a day of Con- 
oratulation upon a dou- 
ble account ; Firſt, of the 
King's Birth , Secondly, 
of his Reſtauration, The 
3 fir 
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| firſt was great cauſe of | 


rejoycing, "Thar ſo Brave j 
a Prince was born the | 
Heir apparent to three | 
{rout Kingdomes, ' and an | 


niyerſal Toy ro all o00d 
Sub; ects: He was an high 
Bleſſing co the Excellent 
Monarch his Father , and 
to his {weet and Pious 
Conſort, Daughter of the 
Great Hem the IV® of 


France The ſecond was | 


; 


the greateſt, That his Ma- | 


jeſty , after ſo much un- | 


juſt Suffering and Ba- 
niſhmenc by Ris Father's 
Murtherers and his Re-_ 
bellious Subjects, ſhould 


Dy | 
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| by the miraculous Provi- 
' dence of God Almighty 
be reſtored to his own 
| Dominions by the unani- 
 mous Conſent of all his 
Subjects, nemine contra- 
dicente, without the effu- 
{10n of one drop of bloud. 
Theſe ſo tranſcendent 
Mercies to {o diſtreſſed a 
Nation ought to be had in 
continual remembrance : 
Our thankfulneſſe to God 
Almighty and our Ser- 
ving him ought to bein 
{ome meaſure proportto- 
nable to our Mercies; nor 
ought we to provoke 
him to wrath by our Sins 
E3 as 
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as we have done, which | 
God grant we may repent | 
of trom the higheſt to the | 
loweſt, that ſo God may | 
repent him of the evil of 
Puniſhments which our 
11as have deſerved. | 
Amen, 


XXX1V, 


If God be for us, who 
ſhall be az 1nſl bs ? 
V Ho? Hence learn, 

It a Queſtion be 
aSked in Scripture , and 
let fall without an An- 


{wer, it amounts to a Ne- 
gative, | 


| 4 
| 
F 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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oative, Firſt, let us in- 
oage in God's Cauſe, 
hen having tne lawtull 
Authority "of his Vice- 
gerent , who ſhall be a- 


gant us * NO Man Can : 


It 1s not In the power of 
umane policy to opPpole 
0! Countermine Drvine 
Determinations, They 
who truſt 17 pho arme of 
Fleſh, ind in the ſon of 
Mun whoſe breath if 11 
his noſtrils, are {ure to 


be deceived; they truſt 


to 2a broken Reed, to a 


Bul-ruth : We ought to 
look upon men but as 


God's inſtruments; 1t we 
© & doe 


© 
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doe otherwiſe , we may | 
juſtly be made the objects | 
of God's wrath and ſeve- | 
rer puniſhments, So long | 
as we doelawtull things, 
we may hope God is on 
our fide, and expect his 
protection : out of our 
Calling, we are out of | 
God's keeping, 9, Bur 
how ſhall we know God 
is on our fide? Anſ, By 
examining our ſelves whe- 
ther we Took upon God 
as our ultimate End in all 
our actions and defigns ; 
it we make all things ſub- | 
ordinate to his Glory , it | 
we look upon him as the 

Well- 
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| Well-ipring and Foun- 
' rain of Life , Health and 
| Salvation , with a chear- 
full Chriſtian indifference 
{ubmitting to his WUll, 
whether he pleale to blaſt 
| our actions, or blefle and 
proſper our purpoſes, if 
we have no finfull impa- 
m__ delire atter tem- 
| blefings, but upon 
"ll occalinas endeavour 
to doe our Duties, and 
leave the ſucceſle to God; 
it we ſhall chuſe ro die 
rather then deliberately 
to offend God: Theſe, I 
lay, are ſigns we are the 
ile Servants of God, 
"Wm 8 and 
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an11it webe lo, then God| 
will be on our [1de, and 
then we need nor fear 
what men or Devils can 
doe againſt us; we are 
well guarded , no Bullet 
in Warrs by Sea or Land 
can hurt us without God's 
commiſhon There is an 
over-ruling Providence 
governs all Sublunary 
chings, | 


AXXV, 


T is a molt deplorable 
thing to con{tder, that 
tnere hou! d be {uch great 
Diſſenſions and mo 
ſ1ttes 
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fities amongit Clhiiitians, 


who profeile to believe 
in the fame Saviour, and 
many tines about Cir- 
cumſtantials, not Eflen- 
tals or Fundamentals, in 
Reg, eVen to a SCan- 
dal, There are many pi- 
ous, Rs well-difpo- 
{-d perſ9ns, who expreſle 
oreat ze2l and fervency 
of ſpirit to reconcile the 
Differences in Chriſtian 
Rel:gion, but common- 
ly meet with a ſevere 
fate, ( in ſtead of their de- 
ſorved Reward) to be 
abominated , or art leaſt 
diſliked , by all Parties 

\ al 
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|| Burt we muſt remem- | 
| ber, good men are but 
| men, and tranſported m3- 
ny times with ungover- | 
nable paſſions and hu- | 
mours, Naturally men 
have a great affection to | 
thoſe of their own Inte- 
reſt and Party, ſometimes 
either not difcerning , or 
conniving at their faults ; 
and roo much prejudice 
to thoſe who differ from 
them in opinion: though, 
it we coni1der calmly ind 
rationally , no man differs | 
more 1n opinion from me | 
then I do from him, and | 


it I deſire he ſhould think 
charitably 
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charitably of me,T am ob- 
li'ged in conſcience to doe 
fo of him; unlefſle I know 
| by his actions, he pretends 
| Piety tg Tloak his Rebel- 
lens and Fadtious fpirit, 
' with a deſign to diſturb 
the Kingdom's peace, and 
by violence or Arms to 
refit the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, God's Vice-gerent, 
or 1s guilty of {ome noto- 
r10us Crime : ſuch a man 
I am bound to dete,and 
no wales to COUntenance 
| or protect, It were an 
. happineſle much to be 
' prayed for, that men of 
leyeral Judgments, whe- 
ther 
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ther Epiſcopal , Presby- | 
terians, Roman Catho- 
licks, Independents, (and 
under that notion may be 
comprehended Anabap- 
tiſts, Quakers, and many 
other new fanarick and 
infatuated Sets) would | 
more put in practice thoſe 
Principles of Piety, Cha- 
rity anc Morality, where- 
in all or molt of them a- 
oree: this would conduce 
much to Union ; tor then 
they would think better 
one of another, and bear 
with the frailties of their 
brethren , (bemg there 1s 
no Perte&ion in This lite) 
and 
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| and by a gentle, mild and 
unpafſionate way of ar- 
| guing would ſooner Con- 
vince one another of their 
Errours, Some can ſuffer 
better then diſpute, who 
by calm diſputationmight 
toon be convinced and re- 
duced to ſobriety ol judg- 
ment, This would, I 
believe, prevall more then 
Puniſhments and Perſe- 
cutions, which fo often 
beget Proſelyres, and cre- 
ate in others render Com- 
miſerations of {uch mens 
{ufferings , eſpecially if 
they be of honeſt depart- 
ment and dealing, and of 

200d 
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good lives, as many of 


them are, though ſuch | 
Sufterers may be taulty ua | 
neglecting thoſe Conde- | 


{cenftons and juſt Com- 
pliances which ( 1t they 
rightly confider ) they 


may with a good Con-_ 


(Clence exprefle towards 
both Civil and Ecclef1- 
aſticall Governours, But 
theſe Diflenters are reaay 
co plead for themſelyes, 


«© What I ſuffer, itis tor 


** my Conlcience.1t 1s not 
* out of Faction or a ſpirit 
«© of Contradiction ; and 
«© therefore in theſe caſes 


«<1 muſt obey God, and 


not 
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«© not Man, ( which is 
highly true, when that 
1s the caſe: ) and farther 
lay they, © Ir appears 
*©to us an hard caſe, that 
«© we muſt be under a 
| © temptation either to go 
© againſt our Conſcien- 
*ces, Or ſuffer tor them : 
** But God's will be done 
* 1t we ſuffer for his ſake, 


* weare contented, 
XXXVI. 
MiEn ot ſeyeral Opini- 


ons in the World 
tondly believe that onely 
thoſe of their Judgments 


ſhall 


100 Occaſional 


ſhall be faved, excluding 
others out of Heaven, 
who haply may be ad-| 
mitted, when their Cen-| 
{urers may be retuſed for. 
cheir Uncharitableneſle, | 

The way to Heaven cer-| 

tainly 1s not fo ſtreight| 
in matters of Opinion as! 
Practice ; for what will 

it advantage to be ortho-! 
dox 1n Opinion , and di\- 

ſolute in Life © God 
will pardon many Errors, 
where the perſons who 
maintainthem intend well 
and live well, it they do 
not obſttnately and pert1- 


naciouſly perfiſt in them , 
- ut 


WW he bags." 
ON Fea et Statins... w_ 


| 
| 
| 
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3 F but are both WEIRG ro 
| retra& them, and heartily 
| pray to God to convert 
-| them from all their Er- 
-rors and Failings, and to 
| teach and confirm them 
-| inall ſaving Truths, We 
| muſt all ingenuouſly COn- 
(cſle, that in our tende- 

| reſt years thoſe Princi- 
| ples we firſt recetye in our 
Education take a great. 

| 1imprefſion 1n us, 2nd are 
' nat eafily. removed : we 
have an affection for 
them , ſtudy Arguments 
in their defence, and have 
many times too great an 
averſion to the very Per- 
{ons 
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ſons who differ from us, 
as well as to their Opi| 


nions: yet certainly,difte-| 
rence in Judgment ought| 
not to caule ſtrangeneſſe| 


and difference in Aﬀeti- 


on, Poſhbly God may 
accept of this Plea from] 


many particular perſons 
hereafter ; I have endea-_ 


voured to fs ve thee, O: 


Lord, fincerely in "the 
way I was brought up 
in, which appears to me 
to be true, otherwiſe 1 
thould with as much zeal 
have embraced any othcr 
Opinion, w RIC 


have been convinced wa 
«. 


auaah 
2 


" CR ITEOGESS 


EE 
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the trueſt We have no 
warrant 1n the Word of 
God to condemn fo much 
'as the very Heathens, 
' who were men of good 
Lives, and many of them 
of pious, devout Conver- 
 ſations, who never heard 


of Chriſt, no more then 


. we have to condemn lit- 


tle infant Children, who 
are not capable of com- 
mitting actual in. 


XXXVII. 
J appears ſtrange to 


me that wicked world- 


ly men ſhould be accoun- 
ted 
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red wile, whenas in the 


_ 


UNUTETS of oreatelt -111- | 
Þortance they. are ſo care-| 


tefle and remiſle , even 


in the Salvation of thei] 
SORls For all wiſe men! 


in difficult caſes w:ll doet. 
| that which is fafeſt: Now| 
| to live as believing there. | 
| isa God, and truly to feat}? 


and ſerve him, is certainly | 


moſt tecure + tor though 
there be many Argu- 
ments, beſides the con- 
viction of every man: 
Conſcience, to prove 
there 1s a God, yer no 
man can demonſtrate the 
contrary , that's impoſh- 

ble: 
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| ble z and it there were 
none , NO pet {on would 
| repent atter death that he 
| in his life-time believed 
there was one : bur dif- 
| believing the Deity in his 
 lif., he may by that God, 
whoſe Eſſence he durſt 
| ſo 1impudently- deny, be 
/ puniſhed in Hell. eter- 
; nally, 


XAXYEE 
J! is ſafeſt and beſt for 


us to believe as God 

in his Word has revea- 
led to us, and not to be 
eullty of Carnal arguings : 
«Sz 
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as, not to think it reaſo- 
nable that Man ſhould beſ 
puniſhed infinitely tor h-] 
nite finning;or to ſeem to 
incline to 0rige#'s Opini- 
on, ( which moſt would] 
be willing to embrace , it 
there were any Religious 
ground for it ) That all| 
men at the laſt day thall| 
be {aved, even the very. 
Devils themlelves, Bur 
thus confider, In this] 
World the wiſelt men 
know but in part, and (ce| 
bur in part ; in the next 
World the miſt will be}; 
taken from our eyes ,|/ 


and we fhall fee clearly ;þ: 
: the 
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the moſt ignorant perlons 


| here, hall know more 


10 the other world then 
the greateſt Clerk upon 
Earth - Bur here 1t 15 Our 
{uty to acquielce in what 
we ſuppoſe 1 is God s will 
we {howid believe or as 


 Aife;his Will is the big! 


eſt Rea: on, and ough to 


'beeſteemed {o by us, 


XXX1X, 


MA Gs 1CCOUnt 2n un- 
orateiu] man the 
worſt of mow > Trgratum 
|: dixerts., Omnia dixeris: 


[and yer we little confided 


Þ how 


| FO8 Occaſional 
how ungratefull we have 


been to the God of 


Heaven, who. has given 
us our Being and Well- 
being , who. hath done 
ſuch” oreat things for us. 


by whom we {ive , and 


move. and have gs be- 


727, "'Whar oreat Dan- 


y his mercy s A Pre- 
ſerving Providence 1s no 
lefle then a Creating one, 
W hat cauſe have we to 


be aſhamed and repent of | 


N 
. 
3 
? 


our Ingratitude and per- 


fidious Promiſes 2 It we | 
once break a {ſolemn pro- | 


miſe and engagement to | 
men, 


rs do. we daily el@pe | 


Meditations, 109 
men, we Cannot expect 
to be truſted any mores | 
and yet how many Pro- | 
mifes of more ſtrict and | 
circumſpect walking have 
| we broke with the great 
| Godof Heaven and earth, 
either upon our Sick- 
| beds, or upon our recei- 
ving the bleſfed Sacra- 
ment, and many ſuch like 
ſerious occaſions? How 
- many times have we ſaid, 
O Lord, ſpare me yet but 
| this once, and Iwill live 
| and amend? and when 
|| we have recovered. our 
| Vowshave fallen off like 
| cords of vanity, How 
F'3 dan. 
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dangerous is ſuch breach 
of Vows 2 and how juſt- 
lb may we upbraid our- 
{elves for it, abhorring 
our {elves by reaſon of 
our Intquiries, an repen- 
eng in duſt and aſhes , as 


ho) ly Fobdid e 


KI. 
Gy ncy is the Lord's 


day, which ought | 
more particularly two be] 
deyoted to God's Service, | 
For though it 1s our cuty | 
in our {evera] Callings| 
Every day to ſerve God, 
and endeavour coadvance| 
bis | 


"WR 
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his Glory ; yet on that 
day, the Weekly Holy- | 
day, we ſhould not think | 
our own Thoughts, nor | 
do our own Actions, (but 
| what neceſſity requires:) 
| and therefore *tis moſt fit 
chen to refrain from play-. 
ng at Cards, or fuch Re- 
creations which may ad-! | 
mimſter Scandal to many 
200d people, It it bea 
meaſuring caſt , whether 
any particular thing be 
lawful or unlawtul, "tis 
{ateſt and beſt to reſolve 
on the Negative: for this 
is an infallible Maxime, 
They that in all things 
F 2 will 


II2 Occaſional 


will do the utmoſt thar is 


lawtull, will be tempted 
in many caſes to doe that 


which is unJawtull. 
X11 


74 Hen we aretem- 

pted to any 11n, 
let us ſay, with Foſeph, 
Shall I aoe this wicked- 
neſſe, and (in azainſt God? 
ok _—_ -rix hb fin 
that Grace may abound ? 


God forbid, 


XLII, 
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XLI1I. 


N this world as good | 
Chriſtians we are en- 
gaged in a Spiritual Ware 
tare, the Fleſh warring 
againſt the Spirits {ome-. 
c1mes one prevails, ſome- 
times the other, Bur ler 
us comfort our ſelves ; 
We f19ht under Chriſt's 
Banner, he is the Captain 
of our Salvation: and 
therefore in ſuch a War 
we may joytully hope to 
obtain Victory over the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, by the 
aſſiſtance of God's gract- 
F 4 ous 
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| ous Spirit, if we valiantly 
contend to the end ot our 
lives, being zot weary of 
well doing; tor which we 
(hall reap, if we faint not, 
the Crown of life, Let. | 
us conſider, then, how | 
blame-worthy thoſe are, | 
who are {o far from con- | 
tending , that they wil- 
lingly yield; and are ſo 
tar trom Fighting in a 
good Cauſe, that they \ 
baſely deliver themſelves | 
up Priſoners without ſtri- 
King one ſtroak; fo far 
irom Reſiſting, that they 
tempr Temptations to 
rempt them ; 1 this fup- 


EEE 
Ji Virco 
| Yallsy 
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| plying the place of the 
| Great Tempter, the De- 
| vil, unciil they are juſtly 
| eiven over to a reprobate 
ſenſe,finning with delight 
| and greedineſle, drinking 
 Iniquity like water , and 
living and dying with ob- 
durate Hearts, and feared 
Conſciences: From which 
{2d Judgment Good Lord 
deliver us, Amen, 


X.LI1II. 


E-Rienchip is 2 noble 
thing, Worthy Do- 
tour Hammond uſed to 
{ay , he pitied him that 
F 5 was 
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was deſtitute of a Friend, 
2S a very unhappy per- 


ſon, By converting with | 


a Friend, and communica- 
ting our ſecret affairs to 
him , our Joyes are by 
Sympathy | increaſed, and 


our Griets leſſened. Tww 0 | 
dear Friends ſeem to have | 


one Soul in two Bodies ; 
( they are like Twins, 
when one dies, the other 
pines away : ) thereis bur 
one Propriety between 
them Hil 

are 1n common, 


Friends 


all their Goods 
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Friends are to Friends like 
little Goas, whilſt they 
Honour and Frienaſhip to cacti» 

ct ber PAY, 


Mr Herbert worthily 
{ays 1n his Poems, 


A 07s £96 ut 7 
72 that of doing | Rin: ae(j C3-w 
T his being (0, Good Goa, let 
Hatred Ce, ic, 
' / 


And Friends and Noi  BOCBTS 
[c "Ve, and live I7 races 


Some vely curious 


ſcrupulous perioas have 
made Inquiries whether 


Friendſhip between thoſe 
of different Sexes may be 
'nnocenr, 
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innocent, To this I an- 
{wer affirmatively, with- 
out the leaſt ſcruple os 
diſpute: bur he that tru- 
ly values the honour and 
reputation of his Female 
Friend will be very cau- 
tious, leſt by any ad of 
his- indiſcreet affection he 
ſhyuld leſſen her good 
opinion in the world , 
and, as that Learned and 
Pious Doctour Taylor 
ſays in his Tract of | 
Friendſhip, which is wor- 
_ thy the peruſing, © A 
* man ought tro loſe 
* much of his Satisfacti- 
**on, rather then ſhe 
any 
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< any thing of her Ho- 
*© nour, ' 


XLIV. 


Either the Ambitt- 
ous nor Covetous 


man can ever be ſatisfied; |} 


for their thirſty deſires 
atter Honour and Wealth 
increaſe by their obtai- 
ning what at preſent they 
lo greedily covet ; like 
one in a Burning Fever, 
the giving him Drink 
does bur increaſe in him a 
defire ſtill to have more, 
and his Thirſt is but little 
quenched, He that will 

nor 
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not religiouſly frame his 
mind to content himſelt 
in what-ever ſtation. God 
has placed him , will 
ſcarcely be {atisfied and 
ealy in any Condition : 
for it we cannot propor- 
tion our Fortunes to our 
Minds, we ſhould our | 
Minds to our Fortunes : 
| \rendring thanks to God 
| Almighry, who has done 
ſuch great things torus: | 
and then we are happy 
as to this World, To 
make our Felicity here 
the more conſpicuous , 
we ought to compare 
our temporal ſtateto thoſe 

beneath 
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beneath us, our Interiors, 
and not to our Superi- 
ors, 


* It Riches 
increale, ſet not * 7f gieds 
your heart up- "Fs 
ON them ; but creaſed that 
look upwards , —\ , 
and lay, Vant- +1. 
ty of vanities , 
all s wanity and vex- 
ation of (pirit, There 
's n0 end of writing ma- 
2y Books ; and wuch ſtu- 
ay is a wearineſſe to the 
fleſh, Bur obſerve Solo- 
70n'S Concluſion , who 


was beſt experienced in 


the 


122 occaſ, Medit, 
the Trial of hamane De- 
lights and affairs: Af- 
ter he had ſaid , There 
is 4 ſeaſon for all things, 

and that T7me and Chas > 
happens alike to all, to 
the wiſe as well as foo- 
[iſh , and adviſed all per- 
ſons ro make ule of 
God's Bleflings with a 
contented thankful mind, 

tor we know not who ſhall 
be after us; then he | 
adds, Fear God, and 
obey his Commands » for 
this is the whole Duty of 
May, 


| | 
En I 
By A 
i! 
[+ 


A 


| «> ob ey, oh, ob. ob. 
EN ITE SISA 


ayer for the KING, 
the Royal Family, 


Pr 
ad 


CI 


Lord onr God, let the 
choiceſt of thy Bleſ- 

| ſings fall down _ thy 
Fiew -Terent, our Sove- 
reign Lord, the K ING, 
92 the QUEEN. Queen- 
| Mother , the Illuſtrious 
Duke of YORK, and 
all the Royal Family, 09 
Thou who art the King 
| of Kines , who haſt in 
thine hands the Hearts 
of Kings, 47d canſt rurn 
them 


I 24. 


them as Rivers of water, | 


be pleaſed to ſend down 


the Light of thy Counte- | 
nance ſo to ſhine upon Hu | 


MAPFESTY, that He 
may be as holy , wa- 


liant and proſperous as | 
King David , wiſe and | 
rich like Solomon, <ea- | 


lows in thy ſervice as Jo- 
fiah ; that He may al- 
wayes govern the People 
committed to his charge 
in thy fear, And as thon 
haſt indued Him with 4 


mild, oracious, and mer- | 


ciful diſpoſition ; ſuffer | 
5 


not, O Lord, any of ht 


Subjedts to abuſe hes Cle- 


mency, 
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mency,and deprive them- 
| ſelves of the continuance 
of it by a neceſſary Se. 

verity upon them but be 
hoſed ſo to diſpoſe the 
hearts of Prince and Peo- 
ple, that in their ſeve- 
| ral Stations and Callines 
' they may efteem it their 
greateſt honour and ſatiſ- 
fattion to do thee Service, 
And after a long and hap- 
| py Reren, let Him attain 
| the end of his hopes at the 
period of hw days, even 
the Salvation of his Soul, 
| for Chriſt hs ſake, 


Amen. 


The E ND, 


